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Neither the Streets nor the State 



nature of the state remains unchanged. 

We believe that the radical democratic 
aspirations of anarchists/activists and the 
institutional focus of electoral-minded radicals 
both offer vital components for a new political 
orientation that is liberatory as well as strategically 
possible. Such a politics envisions a free society of 
a directly democratic political arena of confederated 
popular assemblies. This democratic vision urges 
us to transform existing governing institutions 
by prying them open to ever-increasing levels of 
participation, with the goal of establishing truly 
democratic institutions of popular self-governance. 

The following are a few short-term goals 
that could give life to this political orientation: 

1. Democratizing the Social Struggle - In 
our struggles for justice in particular arenas such 
as health care, schools, and workplaces, we can 
organize to change policy as well as secure ever- 
greater democratic control over these institutions. 
This would in practice mean fighting not only for 
better wages, but control of working conditions. For 
access to health care, but also increasing control 
over health care decisions. For diversification of 
the curriculum, but also for the power to directly 
participate in educational decision-making. 

2. Structural Reform in the Electoral 
Realm - Short of immediate direct democracy, we 
can push present-day politics in the direction of 
our principles of self-government, decentralization, 
and social justice. Proportional representation 
would allow for increased political participation 
for populations excluded by the winner- take-all two 
party system. While still representation, this is a step 
towards greater inclusion and diversity of political 
options. Instant Runoff Voting - this would allow 
voters to rank their ballot choices in order to vote 
for their first choice without ending up supporting 



their last. Campaign-finance reform - massive 
inequalities of resources make real democracy 
impossible, therefore clean election legislation as 
won in Arizona and Maine is a step towards leveling 
the effects of money on the playing field. 

3. Municipal Campaigns - We could 
run candidates or sponsor referendum/initiatives 
that attempt to pry open current decision-making 
structures to increasing levels of participation by the 
public. This would be part of a long-term strategy 
for dissolving elite rule into ever more accountable, 
decentralized bodies, down to the local assembly. 
We could seek to take specific powers away from 
less-accountable bodies (appointed positions such as 
police chiefs or redevelopment boards), giving these 
powers to citizen boards instead. 

These are a few suggestions for radicalizing 
societal institutions towards democratic participation 
and self-governance. When successful, these 
reforms empower people to reclaim control of their 
lives, reduce hierarchical power relations, expand 
the scope of decision-making to other spheres of 
life, and open up new fronts for further struggle. 
Even when unsuccessful, these efforts would have 
an educational value by challenging the legitimacy 
of representation and creating increased demand for 
direct democracy. These suggestions can be seen 
as initial steps for filling the gap in Left politics 
between form and content, by constructing the 
democratic political arena that is necessary for a 
truly free society. 



* For more information on the political perspective 
of direct democracy: www.afadd.org and 
www. comm unalism.net 




By Cindy Milstein 

The world gets smaller and scarier by the day. This simple 
fact is the context for my morning routine: a cup of coffee 
sipped to the latest news of terrorism. It is equally the backdrop 
for my other media scan: the U.S. presidential race. More and 
more these two intertwine. The ballot box, as 3/11 in Madrid 
cruelly announced, is now a front in a borderless war that puts 
everyone at risk. But as the Spanish people proved, it can also 
be turned into a referendum — albeit one with a certain degree 
of ambiguity. 

There are two probable reasons why the Spanish 
electorate ousted the Popular Party three days after the 
commuter train bombings. On the one hand, the mere 
appearance of deception by the ruling government in terms of 
who was responsible for the Madrid attacks was justification 
enough in the voters' eyes for a change of leadership. The 
election essentially became a popular initiative as to the head of 
state's trustworthiness in fighting terrorism-reason aplenty for 
G. W. Bush (and Tony Blair) to tremble. A subsequent antiwar 
ad in the New York Times says it all: "Have You Noticed What's 
Happening to Chief Executives Who Lie?" 

On the other hand, Spain's election went well beyond 
the honesty issue. Former Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar 
was one of Bush's staunchest allies despite the fact that 90 
percent of the Spanish populace was against joining the so- 
called coalition. In part, Spaniards feared an escalation of 
violence, and on that March morning, their apprehension was 
sadly confirmed. Thousands demonstrated for peace on election 
eve, and that sentiment catapulted the Socialist Party to victory. 
Spanish troops may soon withdraw from Iraq. Yet in the long 
run, something more important won out. 

While September 11 muffled critical voices within 
the United States in a frenzy of flags and paranoia, March 
11 seems to have had the opposite effect. The casualty load 
has grown too heavy, too everyday, due to the maneuvers of 
both political fundamentalists and nation-states. Despite their 
grief, Spaniards demanded in essence that the citizenry serve 



as "vigilant custodians of freedom," to 
borrow a phrase from Italian anarchist 
Errico Malatesta. In prying open a space 
for debate via nominally democratic 
mechanisms, Spain has had a ripple 
effect. And perhaps nowhere has the 
contest over notions such as "freedom" 
and "democracy" been greater than in the 
United States. So it should come as no 
surprise that Madrid has also transmuted 
the upcoming U.S. presidential election. 
Rather than a vote for one 
person or party, then, the Spanish 
election marked the start of a global 
referendum concerning the geopolitical 
role of nation-states — particularly the 
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